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rompoinul and dispense pres< riptions lor the white soldiers, the work
he used to do in Dr. Booth's little1 hospital.
The "rebellion" ended by July i<)ofn The1 Indian Ambulance
Corps was on netive serviee for nearly six weeks. Its work was men*
tioncd in despatches. Kaeh member was awarded a medal espeeially
struck for the occasion.
Marching through the hills and dalc.s of Xululand, Clandhi often
fell into deep thought. Two ideas \vhieh had been floating in his
mind became fixed. First, an aspirant after a life exclusively devoted
to serviee muM lead a life of celibacy. Secondly, ho must accept
voluntary poverty.
Gandhi's letter dated May 1*7, addressed to Laxmidas Gandhi,
the "respected brother", mirrored his wind faithfully, Gandhi wrote
the following from Johannesburg :
u] have your letter of the 17th April, I do not know what to say*
You an* prejudiced against me. There is no remedy against prejudice,
I am helpless, I can only reply to your letter in full.
u(i) 1 have no idea of separating fuwi you; (t>) I claim nothing
there; (3) 1 do not claim anything as mine; (4) All that I have is
hdmg utilised for public purposes; (5) It is available to relations
who devote themselves to public work; (G) I could have satisfied
your desire for money if I had not dedicated my all for public use*
"I have never said that 1 have done much for brothers or other
relations, I gave thorn all that I could save; and this I have men-
tioned not out of pride, and only to friends,
"Rest assured that 1 will cheerfully assume* the burden of support-
ing the family in ease you pass away before mo. You need have no
fear on that score.
"I am not now in a position to send you money as you desire*
cclt is well if Harilal is married; it is also well if ho is not. For the
present at any rate 1 have ceased to think of him as a son*
"I am willing to go to India to attend Muni's wedding if at all
possible. But I cannot give you any idea of my present conditon. I am
so hard pressed for time that I scarcely know what to do. Please cable
the date of marriage, so that if at all possible I might hold myself in
readiness to go.
<(I might perhaps inform you that I am in debt to Revashankar,
"You may repudiate me, but still I will be to you what I have
always been.